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Guidance for applicants 

THIS Institute Post-
doctoral Fellowship 
Awards in collaboration 
with the Wellcome 
Institutional Strategic 
Support Fund 
Applicants should read this guidance in full 
before preparing an application and refer to the 
relevant sections at the time of completing the 
application form. 
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1 About The Healthcare 
Improvement Studies (THIS) 
Institute 

THIS Institute, based in the Department of Public Health and Primary Care at the 
University of Cambridge, has the aim of creating a world-leading scientific asset 
for the NHS by strengthening the evidence-base for improving the quality and 
safety of healthcare. Funded with a grant of over £40m by the Health Foundation, 
an independent charity committed to bringing about better health and healthcare 
for people in the UK, THIS Institute combines academic rigour with the real 
concerns of the people who use and work in the NHS. 

Growing capacity and capability in healthcare improvement research is one of the 
THIS Institute’s key goals. It does this by funding a programme of fellowships 
intended to strengthen capability for the study of improvement across multiple 
disciplines to build critical mass for future research and improvement leadership.   

 

2 THIS Institute Post-doctoral 
Fellowship Awards in 
collaboration with the Wellcome 
Institutional Strategic Support 
Fund 

THIS Institute and the Wellcome Trust Institutional Strategic Support Fund will co-
fund two fellowships at the University of Cambridge which may be held for any 
period (and at any FTE above 0.6) between 1 March 2020 and 30 September 
2021. A maximum of £75K is available for each fellowship, and may be used 
flexibly to cover all costs including salary and research expenses. 

These fellowships offer a career-boosting opportunity for exceptional researchers 
to lead high-quality studies that will advance the field, to join a supported 
community of improvement researchers, and to develop their research leadership 
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skills. Fellows will also have an attachment to THIS Institute (for example, able to 
attend seminars, team meetings and other events), and will be eligible to apply for 
research associate status at Homerton College.  

We are looking for individuals who can demonstrate that they can deliver the 
highest standards of research excellence and are driven to apply their skills to 
scholarship in the area of improving quality and safety in healthcare.  

Fellows will be based in and employed by a host department at the University of 
Cambridge, which must demonstrate that it can provide the appropriate support 
and environment for the fellow. Fellows should be nominated by their chosen host 
department. Any University of Cambridge department may apply to the scheme to 
host a named fellow, but the scheme is particularly intended to support 
researchers seeking to apply the social sciences and humanities (broadly defined) 
to the study of improving quality and safety in healthcare. Examples of relevant 
fields may include law, philosophy, ethics, public policy, business studies, 
sociology, psychology, history, economics, and health services research. 

Those with a clinical background, including those in clinical training, are eligible 
for these fellowships. 

The fellowships will be tenable from any date after 1 March 2020 and must be 
completed by 30 September 2021. The fellowships may be held part-time. There 
is no age limit. The requirement will be to show how the proposed research will 
add to the healthcare improvement evidence-base and will be of relevance to the 
UK health system.  

 

Membership of the THIS Space  

Fellows will have a unique opportunity to be part of a vibrant and intellectually 
stimulating interdisciplinary and intergenerational community, known as THIS 
Space, centred on the study of improvement in healthcare. THIS Space meets 
regularly (once or twice a year) at Homerton College a professional learning 
community, providing a ‘home’ for researchers from a wide range of disciplines.  

Mentoring 

Fellows will benefit from mentorship tailored to their career stage. Mentors will be 
experienced in research and career development linked to the broad field of 
improvement studies. Individual mentors will be approved by the Institute and 
agree to the ethics and standards of the Institute scheme. 
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3 Overview of the application 
process  

All applications must be submitted via THIS Institute’s Fellowship Management 
System.  

Candidates may be graduates of any university and must have been awarded 
their PhD at time of application.  Candidates will need to identify a potential host 
department within Cambridge University who will nominate them for the 
competition and commit to hosting the individual if appointed. Candidates already 
employed in Cambridge may choose to remain in their current department if they 
so wish. Candidates external to Cambridge should ensure they have obtained 
departmental support. For all applications, the Head of Department (or nominated 
deputy) must explain why the candidate is being nominated and describe how the 
department will support the candidate. 

More than one application per department can be submitted.  If the application is 
multidisciplinary and cross-departmental, please choose one department as the 
primary host and highlight the multidisciplinary nature of the proposed project in 
the project details section of the application form.  

Those in clinical speciality training are eligible to apply, but will be responsible for 
making their own arrangements with the relevant deanery or Local Education and 
Training Board, or equivalent, where appropriate. 

The closing date for applications is 30 January 2020, 12.00 GMT. Late 
applications will not be accepted.  

 

4 Proposed research study 
Fellows should lead an original research project during their fellowship. It should 
be of sufficient size and depth to produce high quality outputs over the duration. 

Applications should describe the proposed programme of scholarship applied to 
improving quality and safety in healthcare. Projects should show their relevance to 
the UK health system. Projects that focus on neglected areas for improvement 
research are especially welcome, as are those that make use of existing data 
infrastructures (for example, routine data, national clinical audits etc.) and those 
that extend the range of disciplines (e.g. philosophy, law, economics, social 

http://thisinstitute.ccgranttracker.com/
http://thisinstitute.ccgranttracker.com/
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science etc.) that can be used to study how to improve healthcare. Projects that 
create novel interdisciplinary links will also be especially welcome.  

 The scheme does not fund research in the following areas: 

 

 Global health 

 Projects targeting behaviour change or self-management in patients 

 Descriptive projects without an improvement strategy to be evaluated 

 Projects describing variation in healthcare or the epidemiology of a 
specific disease without an improvement strategy to be evaluated 

 Animal research 

 Basic research in the biomedical sciences (including, but not only, wet 
lab work) 

 Projects seeking to develop patient-reported outcome measures 

 Creation of cohorts 

 Development or testing of computer apps 

 Projects that seek to do an improvement project (e.g. applying the 
Model for Improvement with PDSA cycles, Lean etc.) unless embedded 
within a research study 

 Audits 

 Population/public health except where relevant to quality and safety in 
healthcare organisation and delivery 

 Projects that seek to develop devices, technology and/or 
pharmaceutical agents 

 Projects without potential for generalisation or transferability beyond a 
single clinical group/condition  

 

It should be clear that the nominated candidate will personally be leading the 
research. It is acceptable to use some of the fellowship to prepare an application 
for further funding, but at least one peer-reviewed output will be expected.  

Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact THIS Institute to confirm 
whether their proposed research is within scope before starting their 
application. Please contact fellowships@thisinstitute.cam.ac.uk. 

 

5 Funding 
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The fellowships may start at any date after 1 March 2020 and at a minimum of 
0.6FTE. All fellowships must be completed by 30 September 2021. A maximum of 
£75K is available for each fellowship. While it may be used flexibly to cover all 
direct costs including salary and research expenses (e.g. transcribing, travel to 
research sites, access to research databases, inter-library loans, and open 
access fees for outputs arising from the fellowship), the general expectation is that 
the majority of the funds will be used for salary. Major purchases of equipment 
(beyond necessary computing costs such as a laptop or specialist software) will 
not be funded. Institutional overhead costs will not be funded. Fees and travel 
expenses for one conference may be included.  

We offer membership of THIS Space and access to a mentoring scheme at no 
cost. Fellows will be expected to participate in other leadership development 
opportunities provided by THIS Institute. 

Formal funding agreements will be issued for each fellow.  

6 Assessment and selection 
All applications will be checked initially for eligibility and completeness. 
Assessment will consider the extent to which the research proposal is: 

 Relevant to improving quality and/or safety in UK healthcare  

 Specified appropriately to be completed in the time period requested 

 Demonstrates appropriate study design and research methods, taking 
into account different disciplinary norms 

 Likely to make a valuable contribution to the field of improvement 
research  

 Well-presented and clearly written, including a high-quality plain English 
summary  
 

 

 

7 Monitoring and reporting 
requirements 

THIS Institute will require fellows to submit mid-term and summative reports to 
include: 
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 A research progress report, including a summary of research 
undertaken for the fellowship and any slippage against the proposed 
project timescale. 

 Information on the fellow’s relevant publications, presentations, other 
activities  

 A reflection on personal development. 
 

The institute’s communications team will develop a set of core messages and 
acknowledgements awards, and recipients are expected to use these when 
communicating externally about the awards. Fellowship award recipients should 
adopt the agreed Institute and Wellcome branding in all communication and 
media, for example presentations, publications, academic articles, websites or 
videos, both internally and externally. 

8 Application, selection and 
recruitment timetable 

Competition opens – 19 November 2019, 09.00 GMT 

Application deadline – 30 January 2020, 12:00 GMT 

First stage assessment completed – 6 February 2020 

Second stage assessment completed – 20 February 2020 

Funding decision – 24 February 2020 

 

 


